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Lakeland College students are leaving their fingerprints all over the region,
and in the process making it a little bit better place than they found it.

Check this out:

Last October, Lakeland Make a Difference Day was a campus
wide outreach day in which 70 Lakeland students, faculty and 
staff members served the community at varying locations. Tasks 
included landscaping at Maywood Environmental Park, washing 
windows at Howards Grove Community Center, breaking down 
campsites and tents at Camp Anokijig and helping set up and
organize a Money Smart presentation in Sheboygan. This event was 
hosted and planned by the Faculty Outreach Committee which is 
already working on plans for the event again this year.

Lakeland’s Alpha Psi Alpha sorority volunteers regularly at 
Guadalupe Head Start in Milwaukee. This culturally diverse
program is for families with children between the ages of 3-5 years 
old, and many of the children are bilingual and speak Hmong or 
Spanish as their primary language. This past December, the sorority 
volunteered to take the children to the Milwaukee County Zoo.

Residents of Krueger Hall made blankets to present to families who 
have stayed at the Safe Harbor shelter in Sheboygan. In January, a 
total of 14 residents made 10 blankets to give to families who had to 
leave their homes due to domestic violence and sexual assault.

In February, 13 Lakeland football players helped unload 14,400 
boxes of Girls Scout cookies for Howards Grove and Elkhart Lake. 
Their enthusiastic effort broke the Mayflower trucking company 
record for the amount of cookies unloaded per hour: 1,900 cases were 
unloaded each hour. Lakeland stored the cookies in Brotz Hall and 
volunteers helped Girl Scout leaders sort and distribute to their troops.

Students from Lakeland have always lent a helping hand to the
surrounding community since the college’s founding in 1862. It’s central to
Lakeland’s mission, which is committed to enabling students to “lead
purposeful and fulfilling loves distinguished by intellectual, moral, and
spiritual growth.” The college’s expectations speak to preparing students “to
participate within their communities.”

It’s benefitting students
like Rae Zeman, a junior
nonprofit management
major from Algoma. She
started doing community
service as part of the
National Honor Society
in high school, and liked
it so much that it led to
her choice of a major.

“It’s kind of a hobby 
to go out and help others,” said Zeman, who hopes to land a position in
volunteer management after graduation. “Now I’m doing community service
to see the outreach of nonprofits. I want to see that in action before I might
be in a suit behind a desk stuck in an office and not getting a chance to deal

with people as much.
“I like the odds-and-ends things I get to do. One chore I don’t like to do

at home is wash dishes, but I spent two hours at Love Bowls at South High
getting my hands in there and doing dishes. It’s different when you’re doing
it to help people. I like the variety of different jobs like judging a forensics
meet or serving food at a Packers game.”

There are service lessons happening in Lakeland classrooms, most
notably the Core III classes taken by seniors and required for graduation,
including Global Health Issues, Environment and Consumption and Global
Conflict and Cooperation, which include a service learning component.

Students enrolled in Environment and Consumption this fall will be
selecting an environmental and/or consumption related topic, issue or
concern that is important to people worldwide, and finding an opportunity
to contribute to the “solution” of the issue through research and writing a
paper. In addition, each student will perform a minimum of 10 hours of
volunteer work related to the topic of their research.

The college is working hard to expand the lesson of service outside the
classroom. Lakeland’s fraternities and sororities have always logged countless
hours of services to individuals and organizations. Lakeland resident
assistants were required to perform some community service as part of their
jobs for the first time last year. Many of Lakeland’s athletic teams have
performed community service over the years, everything from reading in
elementary schools to providing mentors for Big Brothers and Big Sisters.

The ultimate goal is having all Lakeland students participate in at least
one community service activity each year. And Hannah Hitterman, residence
hall director and community service coordinator, has been charged with
coordinating the project.

“It’s a pretty large goal,” Hitterman said with a smile. “Many of our
students are already doing some kind of community service. They just don’t
know it. One of our goals is to create more awareness about the college’s goal
so we can connect with what is already happening in Lakeland classrooms.”

Hitterman coordinates the “CS (Community Service) Squad” and emails
are sent to students every time a service opportunity comes across her desk in
search of able-bodied Muskies to lend a hand. She’s been visiting with
nonprofit agencies in the area, letting them know that they have a resource
in Lakeland when they need a hand.

“It seems like within the circle of people needing volunteers, they tell
each other,” Hitterman said. “They’ve been really receptive to our efforts, and
they contact us when they need some help.”

Lakeland, itself a nonprofit, can provide a big lift to the region by
providing the time and talents of its students, who are learning the value of
helping someone else.

“One of the reasons we want them to do community service is to see people
from other walks of life and appreciate what they have more,” Hitterman
said. “Doing little things for people can make a big difference in their lives.
I volunteered in college and it was kind of an eye opener to just how great
you feel helping other people just by giving an hour or two of your time.”

This school year, Hitterman plans on creating a newsletter to publicize
the efforts of Lakeland students, get a presence on the college’s website and,
hopefully, engrain community service into everyday life at Lakeland.

“Hopefully, as years go on, people see performing service as a norm here
and go out with their friends and do it,” Hitterman said. “At first, it’s hard to
do this new thing and be passionate about it. But maybe in years to come, as
the freshmen come in and see other groups and students volunteering, it will
become part of the culture.”  �
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One Son.And 1,600 Kids.
Leslie (Jerks) Edwards `98 hopes to wake up some morning and find
that she’s worked herself out of a job.

Edwards is entering her third year as alcohol, tobacco and other
drug (ATOD) prevention specialist at Sheboygan’s North High
School. And while her work has been a great asset to both North
High and the greater community, the ultimate goal is that day when
the phone stops ringing and her office door stops opening.

“I would like to have no kids coming in here and very few
drug-related things,” Edwards said. “It’s not just North High School
or South or Lutheran or Christian. It’s a community thing.”

Edwards said she regularly gets visits from 20-30 students who
talk with her not just about ATOD issues, but school, parents and 
other relationships. She’s co-advisor of North’s Raiders Against Drugs

and Alcohol group, regularly meets with North’s counselors and holds
down some other leadership positions.

“I think I’m just an outlet, someone who will sit here and listen
to what they have to say and won’t judge them,” Edwards said. “I will
give my opinion. I’ll say, ‘Do you want my opinion? Do you want to
know the dangers and risks and what concerns me about what you’re
doing?’ I’m not the parent or coach or teacher saying, ‘You shouldn’t
do that.’ When I do that, they don’t come back. I want them to feel
free to come back.”

Edwards, who has a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Lakeland and is currently working on her master of counseling, was
a standout women’s basketball and volleyball performer at Lakeland,
and has balanced athletics in her professional career.

A native of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, she has coached at a
number of places, including her alma mater, and will be an assistant

coach on the girl’s basketball staff at South High this winter. Before
joining the staff at North in what was a newly-created position,
Edwards worked with mentally- and cognitively-disabled adults, was
director of Kindercare and was an Americorps employee for two years
working for Project Youth, which saw her doing everything from
working with youths in juvenile detention centers to organizing a
relief trip to assist with the Hurricane Katrina recovery.

She got a taste of service as a member of Lakeland’s women’s
basketball team, which adopted families every Christmas, and she’s
teaching those values to her 9-year-old son, Jessie.

“My son can tell you everything that’s in a cigarette,” Edwards
said. “I’m probably just as real in kids’ terms with him as I am with
any other kid I work with. He says he’ll never do it, but when you get
to high school its harder. When I went to Katrina, that was 10 days I
had away from him, which was very hard for me, but he understood
why it was so important that people should do that.

“When he is 18 and goes off to college, if I can instill that in him
as a young man, that will be my biggest accomplishment.”

This past January, she received the United Way Volunteer in
Education award for her work at North and for a presentation she did
for Big Brothers & Big Sisters, one of her many volunteer outlets.

“There are always the kids I know who are not getting it, no
matter what I do,” Edwards said. “I’m just very genuine. I don’t
pretend like I’ve never made mistakes before. I’m just telling them
like it is, and I think they appreciate that. If I don’t know something
I admit that but I find it out.

“I don’t pretend to know more than they do. When it comes to
drugs and alcohol, they know way more than I do because they’re
around it. That’s a big thing for anybody that works with kids. It’s
OK for us to say we don’t know so they can educate us a little bit and
that helps me in my job.” �

HOW DO YOU SERVE?
Do you volunteer in your community, or have
a cause that’s got a special place in your heart ?
We would like to know how you serve. Please
contact Lisa Vihos, director of alumni relations,
at vihoslb@lakeland.edu or (920) 565-1295
with your information.
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EducationVocation.
Education is one of Jeff Spence’s core values.

The 1983 Lakeland graduate grew up one of eight children to
parents that didn’t have a formal education beyond high school, but
education was a staple in the Spence household.

“It was one of those tenents of our house my parents believed
would make a difference,” Spence said. “That stuck with me through
my educational experience. One of the things I’m still struggling with
is really trying to get my boys to make sure everyone understands
education should be one those top values in a family.”

He is not a casual observer on the topic. He is in his third
four-year term as one of the nine
members of the Milwaukee Public
Schools’ Board of Directors, a group
that sets policy and direction for
Wisconsin’s largest public school
district, which is always under intense
scrutiny. He is also a Lakeland Trustee,
having been elected to his alma mater’s
governing body in 2003.

So while Spence and his wife, the
former Jana Margenau `81, instill the
importance of education in their sons,
Joshua and Jacob, Spence has taken a
front-row center seat in helping shape
Wisconsin’s largest school district.

“From a personal perspective, I get
to serve a community I’ve grown up in
and practice those things my parents
taught me and others to value,” Spence
said. “It’s amazing how many I’ve
coached in athletics and now I see them
as teachers or their kids are in our
schools. They remind me of those
lessons I’ve taught them and how that’s
impacted their lives.

“It’s really paying homage to those things my parents have an
abiding value for, and showing that to my kids and impacting other
kids. That’s where the joy comes in.”

He longs for the day when everyone can agree to a core set of
values and principles that communities adopt, with a free and public
education chief among them.

“We’re having more dropouts at a time when it’s imperative that
our young people become life-long learners,” Spence said. “That
ownership is not there, that feeling that I have to go out there
and value this and take advantage of it. My fear is we will have a
permanent underclass.

“We have to find ways to get people to see that a free and
appropriate education has value. I don’t know how much discussion
we have about that individual responsibility or family responsibility
within public education. Those are some tough discussions for
communities to have. The question is whether we have some of the
same basic values.”

The community has taken notice of Spence’s work. The director
of agency services for the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
(MMSD) was in 1999 named to The Business Journal’s “40 under
40” individuals to make an impact on the future of the state.

Spence earned a double major at Lakeland in chemistry and
business administration. But it was former campus minister Dave
Lauer’s new moralities class that built on his parents’ teaching and set

a framework for service.
“That class delved into our role as

community members and the spiritual
aspects of being a part of other commu-
nities,” Spence said. “What I took from
it was how those issues impacted
others. Your parents would love for you
to go to college and successfully
support yourself and overall be happy
with whatever career path you take.
Often, we don’t think about service to
others as an important element to our
own fulfillment, our own happiness.

He lists science teaching and learning,
special education, programming for the
district’s gifted and talented students
and school finance reform as some areas
of particular interest during his MPS
tenure. He acknowledges that MPS has
issues, and he’s eager to address them.

“It’s really important that you have
people that understand why you exist
and can be creative in coming up with
solutions to those challenges, like more
and more families being underserved or

underemployed,” Spence said. “We have a long way to go in meeting
some of those family goals. You just need people who have a wealth
of experience and who can think creatively.

“Someone suggested I’m too ‘Pollyanna-ish,’ I’m too optimistic. I
see great opportunity, great hope for people of this community.
Having those discussions invites people in instead of shutting them
out. If you want to be successful with your mission, where are those
cross sections that allow that collaboration that creates win-wins for
all? If you look at it from that perspective and continue to engage
people, you eventually come up with solutions that people can buy
into. But it’s a lot of hard work getting there.” �

Accounting for Others.
Mark J. Miller `78 is an Optimist.

He’s also a Jaycee, an Ambassador and a very proud Lakeland
College alum.

Service to his community and his alma mater are staples for
Miller, a certified public accountant who owns and operates his own
full-service accounting, tax preparation and investment services
business in Sheboygan.

A native of the Chicago suburbs, Miller was recruited to Lakeland
by former campus minister Dave Lauer and arrived as a pre-seminary
student. He earned a bachelor’s degree in theatre in 1978, but after
returning to Illinois for a short time, he returned to Sheboygan

County, earned a bachelor’s in accounting from Lakeland in 1985
and has called the area home ever since.

The community has certainly benefited.
Miller is president and treasurer of the Sheboygan Noon

Optimists, incoming Royal Ambassador for the Sheboygan County
Chamber of Commerce, treasurer of the Lakeland College Alumni
Association, treasurer of the Friends of the Senior Activity Center
of Sheboygan and has been heavily involved with the Sheboygan
Jaycees. He’s been named Chamber Ambassador of the Year twice,
and received the U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce Ambassador
Award from the Jaycees.

“It’s just a good feeling to know you’re helping people, helping in
the community, helping with some of those issues that are important
to people, that are important to the community,” Miller said. “I don’t
go home and sit and watch TV, I don’t enjoy doing that. I guess my
community service is my interest and my passion in life.

“I would rather not sit around and do things for myself; it’s
not very rewarding. I think I get more out of getting involved in the
community, seeing the community grow and seeing individual
organizations and people grow.”

Miller started his own business in 1985 on the side while holding
down a variety of positions in nonprofit organizations, the
government, banking and trucking. He moved the business from his
home to its current location in downtown Sheboygan three years ago.
He’s been heavily involved in service to his profession, including a

term as president of the Wisconsin Institute of Certified Public
Accountants and a board member with the Wisconsin Chapter of the
National Association of Tax Professionals.

His work for the Chamber has helped bring some business
his direction, but it’s also given him the chance to define and shape
community issues.

“I can see a lot happening in the community working with those
people, trying to determine some of those issues and get some things
kicked up here in the community,” Miller said.

Whenever Lakeland has put out a call to Miller, he’s always been
there. He recently was emcee of beloved (story continued on page 16)



“I can’t be effective if I have too many irons in the fire,” said
O’Leary, who has also devoted her time to the Optimists Club, the
Friends of Brown County Library Board and the Greater Green Bay
Chamber of Commerce. “One nurtures my career, one nurtures my
soul. It’s important to support both. Occasionally, you need to make
changes – otherwise you become stagnant.”

She’s been featured several times in area publications for her
service work, and this year was a finalist for the Edge Award,

sponsored by a Green Bay-area publication. It’s been nice recognition
for someone who’s truly taken life by the horns.

“Whenever you have a life-threatening disease or event, you
change your focus, you live days differently,” O’Leary said. “I was
only 40 years old and it made me stop and say, ‘Wow, it could all be
over tomorrow.’ We all envision growing old, but you might not
make it there. It made me stop and re-evaluate where I was going
with life. Nobody survives life; it’s how you live it.” �

Lakeland business professor J. Garland Schilcutt’s 50th anniversary
celebration, and is a member of the college’s Sesquicentennial
Planning Committee. He had a penchant for community service
prior to arriving at Lakeland, but his time in the Zeta Chi fraternity
at Lakeland helped broaden those experiences.

“I guess it’s just the idea of giving back,” Miller said. “There’s a
partnership I see between Lakeland and the Sheboygan community
that I like to encourage. I see a lot of interns come into Sheboygan
and see a lot of graduates taking positions in Sheboygan, and I think
that partnership is important.

“I think Lakeland is a very well run school, very successful and
growing and turning out the right kinds of people with the right
mindset. I like the idea that they’re training people to go out in the
world and help people. They encourage service now so much.” �

Mrs.O’Leary’s Fire.
Marcia O’Leary `90 has a burning passion to rise to the top.

She has served as chair or co-chair of the award-winning Green
Bay Breast Cancer Awareness Run/Walk for six years, and this year is
serving as event coordinator.

She’s served in many roles, including president, of Management
Women, Inc., a Green Bay group that focuses primarily on
networking. She also continues to serve as the co-chair of the silent
auction portion of the Women’s Fund of Greater Green Bay Power
of the Purse event, which raises money to support programs for
women and girls.

It would be easy to attribute her enthusiastic involvement to her
diagnosis in 2000 and subsequent victory over breast cancer. But her
love for service was instilled when she was a student at Green Bay’s St.
Joseph Academy for Girls, and her victory over breast cancer only

reaffirmed her zeal for getting involved.
“If you’re going to become involved in a cause or organization

or a goal, you need to be an active participant,” said O’Leary, a
manager at Schenck Business Solutions in Green Bay, a regional
CPA and business consulting firm. “To just align and have your
name on a roster is not a valid reason to be part of the organization.
If you’re going to join it, then do something. Be involved, make a
difference and don’t drop the ball and leave it. Continuity is your
responsibility. If you’re going to get involved, it’s your responsibility
not to leave it hanging.”

Between work, her community service and family, O’Leary
generally has a full schedule, which sometimes forces her to make
some choices.

Born and raised in Green Bay, she attended UW-Green Bay out
of high school, but when the classes she needed to complete her

accounting degree did match her work schedule, she was forced
to pick work over school. Her banker, 1991 Lakeland graduate
Mike Mayer, turned her on to Lakeland and its flexible programs for
working adults, and in 1990 she earned a bachelor’s degree in
accounting. She’s been touting Lakeland’s programs ever since.

O’Leary tries to limit herself to two service opportunities at a time
so she doesn’t spread herself too thin; one that fits her professional
career, and one involving her personal interests.
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1946
Frederick Reineking, of Wisconsin Dells,
had worked on the original portion of the
library during the summer of 1939, earning
40 cents an hour for a 40-hour week. He
lived next to the campus for 25 years before
moving to Wisconsin Dells to teach and
coach for the next 37 years.

1955
Harvey Kandler, of Kaukauna, was honored
for his 50th year of ordination in June at an
anniversary celebration at Ebenezer United
Church of Christ in Chilton, the church he
grew up in. The gathering recalled his many
lifetime achievements. In July, he baptized his
newest granddaughter – Annette Tifany
Wharton, daughter of Cindy Kandler `83
and Scott Wharton in Truro Church, Fairfax,
Va. Attending were family sponsors Craig `83
and Kristi Kandler, Kim Kandler `89 and
Kris Kandler `92, and grandmother Nancy.

Maynard Beemer, of Menasha, who
graduated from Mission House Seminary in
1958, was honored in June by the First
Congregational UCC in Appleton, celebrating
50 years of Ordination. Currently, Rev.
Beemer is President of ESTHER, a church
based organization group of 18 congregations
doing justice ministries.

1960
Mary Ann Johansen Van Leur, of Appleton,
writes to say that she has again received the

President’s Volunteer Service Award. This is in
recognition and appreciation of commitment
to strengthening our nation and for making a
difference through volunteer service.
Email: mvanleur@aol.com

Ron Slater, of Albuquerque, N.M., is enjoying
his retirement and recently returned from a
two-week cruise of the Scandinavian countries.

1968
Jack Travis, of Coral Springs, Fla., has just
published a book, “Men of God, Angels of
Death, History of the Rowen Artillery,” an
account of life in the Confederate Artillery.
Travis is a Civil War re-enactor and has
done extensive research on his family history
in relation to this time period.

1969
Peter Rutledge has become a proud grandpa.
Summer Rae Neilsen was born March
13 in Cody, Wyo., to his daughter, Carol.
Email: your.out@verizon.net

1970
Peggy Matson has retired from teaching
after 37 years. She taught fourth and fifth
grades in Lake Zurich, Ill.

1971
Bruce Bush and his wife, Mary, have
moved from the Florida Keys where they
retired in 2001. They now reside in
Boquete, Republic of Panama, and are
pursuing a new adventure.
Email: bushs1234@earthlink.net

Larry Samet was elected in April to his fifth
three-year term as a member of the
Sheboygan Area School District Board of
Education. In addition to serving on several
other boards, Samet continues to work for
Sheboygan County as the Wraparound
Coordinator/Social Worker III.

1976
Mark Voll, of Bella Vista, Ark., recently
accepted a call to serve as senior pastor of
Village Bible Evangelical Free Church in
Bella Vista. Voll had been serving as pastor
for Friedens Evangelical Church in Port

Washington. He would love to talk to
other Mission House or Lakeland grads who
might be living in the Bella Vista area.

1985
Bill Jamieson, of Madison, writes to say that
he and fellow classmate Curt Blackdeer `85
have both retired from GTE Corporation
and are enjoying bowling together on the
same Harmony Team in Madison.

1994
Scott Schroeter and his wife, Jenny,
celebrated the birth of their first child,
Hallie Mae, on March 14. Scott works
for Investors Community Bank as a
senior credit analyst. The Schroeter
family lives in Manitowoc.
Email: shrades@voyager.net

1995
Darcy (Lindelof) Johnson, and her husband,
Michael, welcomed Aubrey Elizabeth to the
world on March 7. She joins big sister Madisyn,
age 17 months, at home in Cedar Grove.
Email: cheerdardar@yahoo.com

1998
Karen Anderson is now district manager for
Appleton and DePere at Innovative Services
of Green Bay.
Email: karen24_42@yahoo.com

1999
Eric Kriete, of Sheboygan, married Mandy
Methfessel `03 on February 29. Kriete owns
and operates the Silver Fern Pub and also
works as a truck salesman at the Kriete
Truck Group in Milwaukee. Methfessel is
self-employed as a massage therapist.
Email: conkrietestador@yahoo.com

2000
Craig Pradarelli, of Milwaukee, is working
at the Hospital de Familia in Jaurez, Mexico.
The hospital serves the medical needs of
those living in poverty in Juarez, as well as
medically underinsured people from the U.S.
Email: emposec@yahoo.com

Jennifer LaBrosse, of Madison, is getting
married to Jeffrey Zisser this August.
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2001
Tonya Jack, of Mt. Horeb, married Kevin
Schram in Cancun, Mexico, on June 27.
Email: tonyalynn0308@yahoo.com

2002
Nick Wander Wyst and wife, Athena,
welcomed their first child, Aiden Xavier
Vander Wyst, into the world on May 6.
In addition, Nick received his master’s
degree in liberal studies from the State
University of New York at Brockport in
Brockport, N.Y. Nick is currently a vocal
and general music teacher at Charles
Carroll School No. 46 in Rochester, N.Y.
Email: nick.vanderwyst@rcsdk12.org

Lance Ratcliff, of Auburn, Ala., recently
received his doctorate in biology from
Auburn University. He will begin teaching
at the University of Central Missouri.

Brian Bastil, an officer with the Sheboygan
Police Department, was credited in August
for saving lives at Sheboygan’s annual Brat
Days parade. Police were involved in a
high-speed chase with a car that crashed at
North 14th Street along the parade route.
Bastil, who was manning a post along the
parade route, heard over his radio that the
car was headed his direction, and he moved

several spectators out of the way. He
moved two 11-year-old girls carrying a banner
in front of a band to safety literally seconds
before the car came flying into the area. 

Chelsy Cegielski and her husband, Jerry
`02, welcomed their third daughter, Emma
Rose Marie, on May 3.
Email: Chelsy.cegielski@gmail.com

2003
Caleb Beutin left Lakeland to become a
corrections officer at the Rock County Jail.
In 2008 he was promoted to deputy sheriff.
He married his wife, Amanda, in August,
2005 and they had their daughter, Emma,
in June 2006, to add to Amanda’s family:
Hunter and Jace. They live in Janesville.
Email: acbeutin@yahoo.com

Johnny Ramos and his wife, Cheyanne,
welcomed their son, Jacen David Ramos, on
July 26. The baby weighed 7 pounds, 9
ounces. Johnny writes, “Mommy and I are
still getting used to the crying and sleep
deprivation, but it is worth it.”

2004
Trisha Sabel, of Elkhart Lake, is teaching in the
New Holstein School District. Sabel is also work-
ing towards a masters in education leadership.

2007
Lisa Backman, of Greenleaf, is teaching
fourth grade at Stangel Elementary in
Manitowoc.

Melissa Niedfeldt, of Cascade, has been
named executive director of Above and
Beyond Children’s Museum and began her
new position on July 29.

Chris Tourtellott proposed to Stephanie
Knaak `06 on July 8, 2008, in the Gazebo,
and the two are planning their wedding.
Chris says, “We started dating at Lakeland
and graduated together. Everything major
that has happened in our lives has been
somehow involved with Lakeland College.
My father told me on my tour as an
incoming freshman that the Gazebo is
where I would tell some beautiful woman
to marry me!”

2008
Gina Bogenschutz, of Appleton, recently
joined Schenck Business Solutions as a
staff assistant. Bogenschutz was an intern
at Schenk.

Tim Romanello has been named head
men’s soccer coach at Dodge City
Community College in Dodge City, Kan.

2 0 0 3  L A K E L A N D  G R A D U AT E  J O I N S  A L U M N I  R E L AT I O N S  S T A F F
Charmaine Jankowski, a 2003 graduate of the Kellett School with a bachelor’s degree in marketing

and business administration, has been named Lakeland College’s new assistant director of alumni relations.
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She comes to Lakeland from the West Bend Chamber
of Commerce, where she has worked since 2006 overseeing
the membership database, managing day-to-day financials
and planning, marketing and coordinating major events like
the Chamber Golf Outing, the Home Improvement Expo and
the highly successful Geocaching Cash Bash, which recently
brought close to 400 people from all over the country into the
West Bend area.

Prior to her work at the Chamber, Jankowski worked as an
administrative assistant in the Manufacturing Systems
Engineering Program at UW-Madison, and before that, as a
program assistant in the Office of the Chancellor at UW-Oshkosh.
Currently, Jankowski is working on her master of arts in
counseling with a higher education emphasis through Lakeland’s Kellett School.

Jankowski said she was attracted to the position because of her rewarding
Lakeland experience as an online student and also because of her desire to get
back into a higher education setting.

“I am thrilled to be joining the Lakeland College team and especially
looking forward to building relationships with alumni around the globe,”

Jankowski said. “Lakeland provided me with an excellent
education and the tools to open up doors and be successful in my
career. When I was completing my degree, I never thought I
would be part of the alumni team, but the door has opened and
I’m excited to embark on this journey.”

As the assistant director of alumni relations, Jankowski will
work with Lisa Vihos, director of alumni relations, on
the planning and implementation of a wide array of alumni
offerings, including educational and networking events, as well as
fundraising projects such as the Annual Fund Phonathon, the
Blasters Golf Tournament and the Movers & Shakers Gala.
Together, they will work closely with the Lakeland College
Alumni Association Board of Directors.

“With Charmaine’s excellent experience in event planning, marketing and
database management, she is going to be a great asset to the alumni office,” said
Vihos. “She will help us continue our high level of current offerings to alumni
and contribute to the development of new initiatives such as reaching out to our
Kellett and international constituencies, as well as planning for the college’s
Sesquicentennial celebration in 2012.”

10.3-5.08 Homecoming 2008
11.6-7.08 Great Lakes Writers Festival
11.16.08 Packers Tailgate, Green Bay
11.19.08 Holiday Entertaining
12.13.08 Breakfast with Santa
2.13.09 “Wicked,” Fox Cities
4.18.09 Alumni College

Events and dates are subject to change
For details and up-to-date listings visit 
lakeland.edu/alumnievents

2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9
ALUMNI CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Alumni, friends enjoy 21st annual
Blasters Golf Tournament
A total of 37 Lakeland College graduates, along with
many others, competed in the 21st Annual Blasters Golf
Tournament at The Bull at Pinehurst Farms in
Sheboygan Falls on June 13.  The tournament drew
over 120 alumni and friends of the college throughout
the day.

The Blasters is the primary fundraiser for the Alumni
Legacy Scholarship endowment fund at Lakeland which
offers financial aid and book awards to relatives of
Mission House/Lakeland College alumni. The fund has
awarded over $70,000 to deserving students.

Corporate sponsors of this year’s event were Bella’s
Custom Design, Inc., Lamar Outdoor Advertising and
Carters, Inc.

The winner of the Open Division was Team
Weinfurt, which included 1969 graduate and Lakeland
Hall of Famer Greg Weinfurt, Chris Weinfurt, Vince
Carco and Steve Kasimatis.

Koch & McCann S.C. won the Corporate Division
title. The winning team was made up of Lakeland
Trustee Kellett Koch, David Breen, Jim McCann and
Terry Winarski.

Due to heavy thunderstorms the day before the event,
the field was only able to use six holes, but a good day
was still had by all.

This year, eight students were selected to receive
the Alumni Legacy Scholarship. To be eligible for this
scholarship, students must be a blood relative of a
Lakeland graduate, have a minimum 2.5 grade point
average and have financial need.

Golfers gather to benefit
Lakeland athletics
A total of 98 participants supported Lakeland athletics
on Aug. 8 in the annual Mike Devaney Muskie
Invitational at Autumn Ridge Golf Course.

Lakeland alumni, family and friends joined members
of Lakeland’s athletic staff in the scramble-format
tournament.

Former Lakeland men’s basketball standout and
current graduate assistant Kris Saiberlich and the rest of
his foursome took this year’s championship with a score
of 12-under par. Rounding out the foursome were
Saiberlich’s father, Ed, and Dick and Travis Diener.
Travis, a former high school teammate of Saiberlich at
Fond du Lac, is a former basketball star at Marquette
University who currently plays (continued on page 24)
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LCAA BOARD ADDS NEW MEMBERS
Lakeland College added four new members to the Lakeland College Alumni
Association (LCAA) Board of Directors at the group’s August meeting.

The Rev. Rebecca Johnston, a 1985 Lakeland graduate and pastor at St. John’s
UCC in rural Elkhart Lake, and Kimberly Oreck `07, development director at
Camp Anokijig, were both welcomed to the board. The two Class of 2008
representatives are Michael Muhs and Dawn Dohr, who works for Sargento Foods.

Chris Tourtellott `07, who works at Best Buy in Kohler, was welcomed as a full
board member after serving as a Class of 2007 representative this past year.

The board also recognized four members who were completing their terms of
service. Outgoing board members – each having served one three-year term – are
C.E. “Kip” Bedore `77, Dennis Clark `01 MBA `03, Jeff Meixelsperger `86 MBA
`05. The Kellett School class rep leaving the board is Camille Stamas `07.

Bedore, of Chicago, Ill., is the program director for WLS Radio in Chicago. He
recently served as master of ceremonies for the Movers & Shakers Gala, and he is
chair of Lakeland’s Sesquicentennial Committee, which is planning Lakeland’s
150th anniversary celebration.  

Clark, of Oconto, is the business credit manager at Schreiber Foods, Inc.
Meixelsperger recently sold a successful business in Madison and is starting a
timber frame building construction business in Green Bay. Stamas, of Wauwatosa,
is a senior trust accountant at Godfrey & Kahn, where she is in her 17th year.

Dave Aldag `83, LCAA board president, thanked the outgoing members for
their service and welcomed the newcomers.

“While we always regret seeing great members leave our board, we know the
importance of getting new ideas and perspectives to help us support the mission of
the Alumni Association,” Aldag said. “Dennis, Jeff and Camille have served us well
in the past, and we look forward to the future contributions of Rebecca, Chris,
Kim, Michael and Dawn.

“We appreciate the efforts of the members leaving us, and we hope to stay
connected with them through future events and activities.”

REFERRING A STUDENT CAN PUT GAS IN YOUR TANK
Lakeland College’s Kellett School of Adult Education has long been recognized
as one of the best adult education programs in Wisconsin. It’s a program that
offers unmatched convenience and flexibility in helping hundreds of adult
students each year balance busy lives with the completion of an undergraduate
or graduate degree.

Lakeland students, alumni and friends have always helped the college by
spreading the word about their own positive experience in the Kellett School, and
the college has a program that rewards people for talking with their family,
co-workers and friends.

Here’s how Lakeland’s Referral Incentive Program works: 
1. Encourage someone you know to check out our adult education program. 
2. Complete and submit the referral form at Lakeland.edu/referrals. 
3. A Lakeland College counselor will contact the prospective student and 

answer any questions they might have regarding Lakeland’s program. 
4. If a degree-seeking person you refer registers for a class (within 24 months

from the date of your referral) and is enrolled after the 50 percent refund, 
class-drop date, you'll receive our thanks and a gift card entitling you to 
$100 in gasoline. 

CLASS OF 2008 GRAD SURVEY WORK IS UNDERWAY
Attention Class of 2008 – the career development office needs to speak with you!

In the near future, the career development office will be contacting summer 2007,
December 2007 and May 2008 graduates from Lakeland’s full-time program at the
main campus to learn more about what’s happening with their professional lives.
It’s all part of the annual graduate survey compiled by the college every year.

You don’t have to wait for a phone call. You can provide us with your
information now securely at Lakeland’s website. Just visit lakeland.edu/gradsurvey,
and in just a few minutes we’ll have all the information we need.

Results of the survey are used by our admissions office, and are helpful for the
college as we make academic programming decisions.

&NotesNews

MARTHA WITMER-GIESE `28
of Winona, Mn., on Dec. 19, 2007.

HAROLD AULER `41
of Asheboro, N.C., on May 1, 2008.

DARRELL DURST `41
of New Glarus, on Nov. 8, 2007.

HELEN SAFARA `41
of Jacksonville, Fl., on July 16, 2008.

HENRY PENCE `42
of Cincinnati, Oh., on May 28, 2008.

JUNE OLM `45
of Plymouth, on Nov. 2, 2007.

RUTH MUELLER `47
of Niles, Ill., on April 5, 2008.

ALBERT GUITHMILLER `52
on March 30, 2008.

DEAN MILLER `53
of Kingfisher, Ok., on July 13, 2008.

DAVID WITZKE `68
of Columbus, Ga., in September 2007.

WAYNE KREPSKY `69
of Sheboygan, on May 4, 2008.

RICHARD JOHNSON `72
of Sycamore, Ill., on May 12, 2008.

LESTER PIERCE `74
of Calumet Park, Ill.,
on March 26, 2008.

I N  M E M O R I A M
Lakeland College has been notified of the following deaths of alumni and friends of the college:

— LC VISITS NYC —
Sara (Michael) Luna `92 hosted Lakeland professor Pam Engebretson and her Honors Immigration in America
class on their trip to New York for Mayterm. Sara did a half day Lower East Side walking tour for the class,
providing an insider’s view. Sara earned a doctorate at UW-Madison and is teaching college courses and doing
research in NYC, and recently wrote the curriculum for a PBS show. Her husband, David, is a 1992 Lakeland
graduate, and her father, also named David, is a 1963 Lakeland graduate and currently a Lakeland trustee.
Pictured are (front row, from left) Tabitha Kniest, Katelyn Gussert, Hailey Wisner, and (back row, from left)
Philip Sontag, Kasey Gussert, Sara Michael-Luna, Kathleen (KC) Blahnik, Whitney Helbach and Lori Sass.

SUITE 24 ROOMMATES FROM CLASS OF 1976 GATHER FOR REUNION
Pictured in the bottom row, from left, are Barbra Ann Duvall and Nancy Zancig.

In the top row, from left, Faye Roger, Georgia Roros, Becca Miller and Nancy Tiede.

The day before classes commenced for the 2008-09 school year, Lakeland officially
opened South Hall, the college’s 10th residence hall, at a ribbon cutting ceremony
that included faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends.

The $2.5 million, 64-bed facility, is located east of Hill House on the southern
portion of Lakeland’s campus on a space that had been reserved for future expansion.
With the completion of South Hall, Lakeland has capacity for 667 on-campus
resident students, and the college expects to be at capacity this school year.

Quasius Construction, Inc., of Sheboygan was the project’s general contractor.
South Hall is a two-story, “L” shaped building, a total of 17,659 square feet that

consists of two housing sections separated by a common activity section.
Architecturally, it blends in with the adjacent houses (Hill, Morland and Kurtz).

The 64 beds are in eight student housing pods, similar to the layout in Brotz
Hall. Each pod in the new hall is 1,620 square feet and includes three double rooms,
two single rooms, a living room, kitchen and two shower/toilet rooms sharing a
common lavatory counter area.

“There are wonderful design features to bring students together and provide the
opportunity for them to be separate,” said Lakeland president Stephen Gould.

The center activity area on the first floor (2,166 square feet) is two stories
high and includes a commons room, small serving kitchen, restrooms, vestibule,
mezzanine and mechanical/storage. The commons room, where Monday’s ceremony
was held, features a large gas fireplace and is wired for flat screens for cable TV
and presentation. The room’s designed flexibility allows use for relaxation, study,
meetings and/or special events. The mezzanine can be accessed via two open stairs
and overlooks and supplements the commons.

The building has energy efficiency in mind, and includes a state-of-the-art fire
sprinkler system to increase the attention to safety for resident students.

Tours of the apartments were provided for those attending the ceremony, and
live music was performed by a pair of Lakeland faculty members: Alan Mock, chair
of the social sciences division and associate professor of sociology, and Rick
Dodgson, assistant professor of history.

SOUTH HALL IS OFFICIALLY OPEN FOR BUSINESS



3. What are the primary things you talk about with
prospective Lakeland students?
Aaron: “It’s the diversity here. I can tell students ‘We have a high percentage
of the population that isn’t like you.’ If you come here, you’re going to interact
with people from different backgrounds and experiences. I’m selling the
recent success we have had during my short tenure, as well as the overall
basketball tradition including (former longtime basketball coach) Moose
Woltzen. I want them to know that we will help them to be successful
young men on and off the court. As important as winning basketball games
is to me, it is more important that they are model citizens here and in the
surrounding community, and earning their degree.” 

Brye: “I tell students that how I’m working with you now, responding
to everything you need about your books or your housing, that’s what
you’re going to have while you’re here, someone individually looking out
for you and caring for you. That might be a resident assistant, or a
professor giving you their home phone number. That’s the personal touch
you’re going to experience. And when you’re looking for a job and need a
reference or you’re looking for that referral, that’s what they do, because
they care about you and they know you so well.”

4. Brye, what does Aaron bring to the table that makes
Lakeland a better place?
Brye: “He knows how to recruit the type of kids that come to Lakeland.
He doesn’t lie to the students about bringing them here, and that’s what
I’m all about too. There is a personal touch he gives to his kids. He doesn’t
believe in just being the head coach; he wants to be a mentor and
someone that’s going to be there for his players. He’s honest. He’s down to
earth. We like the community here and we want to make that part of who
we are. The fact that we know we’re going to be here for some time gives
that a lot of legs.”

5. Aaron, what does Brye bring to the table that makes
Lakeland a better place?
Aaron: “I think the fact that she embraces Lakeland. In the careers she’s
had in the past, it was her job. Her work ethic has always been strong, but
in admissions she has found her passion. She talks with all our relatives and
friends about how much she loves her job, and how she loves Lakeland.
She always has her Blackberry and is on the phone or emailing students.
She has endless conversations with students that she doesn’t have to connect
with about their various problems; things that a typical admissions
counselor probably would not deal with. It doesn’t end right when school
starts. She’s talking, texting, or emailing kids she recruited in the past in
order to make sure they’re having a great experience. When you have the
combination of the love for Lakeland and the desire and passion to make
it better, that’s where it starts.”
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1. You both have jobs that are more 24/7 than 9 to 5.
How much do you talk about work away from work?
Brye: “We talk about it all the time, but it’s not necessarily a bad thing.
There’s never a time when we say, ‘Let’s take a break from work.’ ”

Aaron: “I think if you’re going to be successful at athletics or admissions,
there isn’t a time when you can say ‘I’m shutting my phone off; I’m not
thinking about it.’ If you love what you do, that isn’t a consideration.”

2. Why is Lakeland a good fit for the two of you?
Aaron: “This place has a lot of similarities to what we came from in Central
Wisconsin. Lakeland has a small-town feel, a close, community atmosphere
where everybody pretty much knows everybody. In Wittenberg (his
hometown), you drive down the street, everyone knows you.”

Brye: “We unify with it well because in my territory (Northern
Wisconsin/Michigan) it attracts a lot of small-town kids. It’s something
different than where we went to school (UW-La Crosse). I see the goodness
in it. Those kids can feel that personal touch, and when I talk about it I’m
not lying to them because it’s true, everything we say. I like that.”

with

C A M P U S  Q & A

AARON & BRYE
AANONSEN

In many ways, Aaron and Brye Aanonsen have the same job at Lakeland.

Aaron will enter his first season as Lakeland’s head men’s basketball coach this November

after working the last two years as top assistant. While he’s certainly concerned with

the Muskies’ winning and losing, he knows that the never-ending job of recruiting the right

young men to come to Lakeland will mean a lot more winning than losing.

Brye, Aaron’s wife of nearly three years, also knows a little something about winning

and losing on the recruiting trail. A member of Lakeland’s admissions staff, she’s doing

all she can to find the right students that are the right fit for Lakeland.

Earlier this year, they celebrated the birth of their first child, their daughter, Ambryn.

Aaron’s betting that her first words might just be, “Lakeland College.”

F I V E Q U E S T I O N S
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for the NBA’s Indiana Pacers. Dick Diener is a 1973
Lakeland graduate and coached Saiberlich and Travis, his
nephew, at Fond du Lac.

The event is named for former Lakeland faculty
member and coach Mike Devaney, who passed away in
2007 following a courageous battle with cancer.
Devaney, who joined Lakeland’s faculty in 1978, was
named chair of Lakeland’s Natural Sciences Division in
1992. He received the college’s Outstanding Teacher of
the Year Award in 1982 and the Underkofler Award for
Teaching Excellence in 2000.

He also served as director of the highly-successful
Lakeland College Math Meets for middle and high
school students, and was named women’s tennis coach in
1989, retiring from that position in May of 2006.

Lakeland Dining Services announces
promotions, new structure
Greg Hopkins, Lakeland’s Director of Dining Services,
has announced the followed promotions on his team:

Mark Wagner has accepted the position of assistant
director – Blue & Gold Dining (the cafeteria in Bossard
Hall). Wagner will oversee all production activities for
the board plan meals and catering events, scheduling,
performance evaluations, recommendations for hiring
and promotions, discipline and planning.  

Caroline Korhonen has been named assistant director
– catering and the Daily Grind. She has been the
interim assistant director since last October, and has
brought new systems to ensure top quality catering
services such as the highly-successful Movers & Shakers
Gala this past May.

Alan Berg has taken over the newly created position of
executive chef. Berg will coordinate one-on-one training

in the kitchen, production aspects of menu planning and
will head up Lakeland’s ingredient and product testing
programs. Berg will utilize his excellent ability to create
exciting new dishes, and be instrumental in developing
upscale offerings to Lakeland guests.

“I am very pleased with the high level of talent
represented by the Lakeland Dining management team,”
Hopkins said. “I am grateful that Mark, Caroline and
Alan have taken on these new responsibilities in Dining
Services. As we move into the new academic year, these
minor adjustments to our organizational structure will
enable us to represent the best Lakeland College can be
by exceeding the expectations of our students, faculty,
staff and guests – every time we serve them.”

Lakeland fall sports teams
planning on success
Lakeland’s fall sports teams have some lofty goals they
are shooting for this season.

One big change for Lakeland this season is the
addition of the automatic NCAA tournament qualifier
for the Northern Athletics Conference. The winner of
any NAC postseason tournament automatically wins a
spot in their postseason NCAA Tournament. The NAC
regular season champion in football wins a spot in the
NCAA postseason playoffs.

The women’s volleyball team won both the conference
regular season and tournament championships a year
ago, and the league’s coaches have picked the Muskies
to repeat as league champion. The Muskies are loaded
with talent, including junior Brittanie Paulus (Belgium),
the NAC Player of the Year last fall, and senior Jessica
Sparling (Addison, Ill.), the NAC’s top setter.

The football team returns eight of 11 starters on
defense and a talented recruiting class, giving the
Muskies a shot at winning the inaugural NAC title.
Senior linebackers John Wagner (Kewaunee) and Brent
Miller (Menasha) lead a talented defensive unit.

The men’s soccer team has a roster that includes 16
freshmen and just five upperclassmen, but the Muskies are
optimistic that their youth movement will provide plenty
of energy this season. The women’s soccer team has a good
mix of returning veterans and talented newcomers that
have Lakeland planning on pushing the NAC’s top teams.

LAKELAND WELCOMES NEW FACULTY MEMBERS THIS FALL
Lakeland has welcomed five new faculty members to its ranks this fall.

Katherine A. Culotta is a new assistant professor of criminal justice. Culotta has a both a doctorate and master’s
degree in criminology and criminal justice from the University of Maryland and a bachelor’s in political science and
psychology from St. Norbert College. She was a visiting professor at Marquette University this past spring, and has
previously taught for the University of Massachusetts, Ivy Tech Community College, Indiana State University and
the University of Maryland.

Majid Hosseini is Lakeland’s new assistant professor of mathematics. Hosseini has a doctorate in mathematics
from Purdue University, a master’s in electrical and computer engineering from Purdue and a bachelor’s and master’s
in mathematics from Sharif University of Technology, Tehran, Iran. He comes to Lakeland from State University of
New York in New Paltz where he was an assistant professor for five years.

Kelly Quick has been named assistant professor of fitness studies/exercise science. Quick has a doctor of
education degree in kinesiology from the University of Northern Colorado, a master’s in kinesiology from Lamar
University and a bachelor’s in philosophy from the University of Minnesota-Morris. For the past seven years she has
been an assistant professor of exercise science at the University of Sioux Falls in South Dakota.

José Ignacio Alvarez-Garcia has been named instructor of Spanish. Alvarez-Garcia completed a doctorate
in Spanish from the University of Illinois this past May. He has a master’s in Spanish literature from Illinois and a
bachelor’s in law from Universidad Complutense, Madrid, Spain. He has been an instructor in Illinois’ Department
of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese for the past eight years.

Signe Jorgenson is a new assistant professor of composition. Jorgenson has a master of fine arts in nonfiction
creative writing from the University of Alaska Anchorage and a bachelor’s in creative writing and comparative religious
studies from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. She comes to Lakeland from the University of Alaska-Anchorage
where she has been teaching and working as a graduate assistant for four years.

Lakeland’s 1862 Society gathered in August to mark the ribbon cutting of The Danner Lab in the Chase Science Center. The lab is named for Evalyn and
Jim Danner, and the late Dr. Dean Danner `63. Evalyn and Jim were the parents of Dean and Diane (Danner) Mueller `57 (pictured), who is married
to Ralph Mueller `58. Lakeland currently uses this lab as a microbiology and genetics lab. Appropriately enough, Diane Mueller taught with Al Wange-
mann in the microbiology capacity when science classes were taught in Old Main.

New faculty members from left to right: Jose Ignacio Alvarez-Garcia, Katherine Culotta, Kelly Quick and Majid Hosseini
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